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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by 
Kawabata et al. (US 2004/0057568 A1). 

3. Regarding Claim 1 , Kawabata teaches a facsimile apparatus (communications 
terminal unit) that is connected to a network (Paragraph 3, lines 1-3) and has an ITU- 

T recommendation T.37 full-mode function for facsimile transmission of an image file 
processed by an image processor using parameters corresponding to a transmission 
mode (Paragraph 31, lines 17-21), at least with a delivery confirmation request being 
attached to the image file (Paragraph 46, lines 1-5), the facsimile transmission being 
carried out via the network (Paragraph 31, lines 24-28), the facsimile apparatus 
comprising: a destination information memory that stores one of reception capacity 
information of a selected transmission destination and reception capacity information of 
the selected transmission destination contained in delivery confirmation mail sent from 
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the selected transmission destination (Paragraph 47, lines 1 - Paragraph 48, Iine5), 

the reception capacity information being associated with the mail address of the 
selected transmission destination (Paragraph 47, lines 1-9); a transmission mode 
memory that stores the transmission mode used for the facsimile transmission 
accompanied by the delivery confirmation request (Paragraph 50, lines 1-6); and a 
controller (Communication Terminal Unit, element 10) that causes the transmission 
mode memory to store the transmission mode used for the facsimile transmission 
accompanied by the delivery confirmation request, causes the destination information 
memory to store reception capacity information contained in the delivery confirmation 
mail sent from the selected transmission destination, the reception capacity information 
being stored as the reception capacity information of the selected transmission 
destination, and causes the destination information memory to store the transmission 
mode, already stored in the transmission mode memory, as a transmission enabling 
mode of the selected transmission destination when the delivery confirmation mail does 
not contain the reception capacity information but confirms that the communication has 
been properly completed (Figure 3; Paragraph 45, line 1 - Paragraph 50, line 6). 

Regarding Claim 2, Kawabata further discloses the controller causes the 
destination information memory to store the transmission mode, which has already been 
stored in the transmission mode memory, as a transmission disabling mode of the 
selected transmission destination, when the delivery confirmation mail sent from the 
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selected transmission destination does not contain the reception capacity information 
but confirms that the communication failed (Paragraph 47, lines 3-9). 

Regarding Claim 3, Kawabata further discloses an image memory that stores 
image files for transmission (Paragraph 31, lines 8-10); wherein when an image file 
that has been processed by the image processor using parameters different from 
default parameters is facsimile-transmitted at least together with the delivery 
confirmation request (Paragraph 31, lines 10-12), the controller keeps the image file in 
the image memory until the delivery confirmation mail is sent from the selected 
transmission destination (Paragraph 31, lines 12-14), and when delivery confirmation 
mail is sent from the selected transmission destination reporting that the communication 
failed, the image processor converts the image file kept in the image memory into an 
image file corresponding to the default parameters, and the converted image file is 
facsimile-transmitted again to the selected transmission destination (Paragraph 47, 
lines 1-9). 

Regarding Claim 4, Kawabata teaches a facsimile apparatus (communications 
terminal unit) that is connected to a network (Paragraph 3, lines 1-3) and has an ITU- 
T recommendation T.37 full-mode function for facsimile-transmitting an image file 
processed by an image processor using parameters corresponding to a transmission 
mode (Paragraph 31, lines 17-21), at least with a delivery confirmation request being 
attached to the image file (Paragraph 46, lines 1-5), the facsimile transmission being 
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carried out via the network (Paragraph 31, lines 24-28), the facsimile apparatus 
comprising: means for storing one of reception capacity information of a selected 
transmission destination and reception capacity information of the selected transmission 
destination contained in delivery confirmation mail sent from the selected transmission 
destination (Paragraph 47, line 1 - Paragraph 48, line 5), the reception capacity 
information being associated with the mail address of the selected transmission 
destination (Paragraph 47, lines 1-9); means for storing the transmission mode used 
for the facsimile transmission accompanied by the delivery confirmation request 
(Paragraph 50, lines 1-6); and means for controlling the transmission mode storing 
means to store the transmission mode used for the facsimile transmission accompanied 
by the delivery confirmation request, controlling the destination information storing 
means to store reception capacity information contained in the delivery confirmation 
mail sent from the selected transmission destination, the reception capacity information 
being stored as the reception capacity information of the selected transmission 
destination, and controlling the destination information storing means to store the 
transmission mode, already stored in the transmission mode storing means, as a 
transmission enabling mode of the selected transmission destination when the delivery 
confirmation mail does not contain the reception capacity information but confirms that 
the communication has been properly completed (Figure 3; Paragraph 45, line 1 - 
Paragraph 50, line 6). 
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Regarding Claim 5, Kawabata further discloses the controlling means causes the 
destination information storing means to store the transmission mode, which has 
already been stored in the transmission mode storing means, as a transmission 
disabling mode of the selected transmission destination, when the delivery confirmation 
mail sent from the selected transmission destination does not contain the reception 
capacity information but confirms that the communication failed (Paragraph 47, lines 3- 
9) 

Regarding Claim 6, Kawabata further discloses means for storing image files for 
transmission (Paragraph, lines 8-10); wherein when an image file that has been 
processed by the image processor using parameters different from default parameters 
is facsimile-transmitted at least together with the delivery confirmation request 
(Paragraph 31, lines 10-12), the controller keeps the image file in the image storing 
means until the delivery confirmation mail is sent from the selected transmission 
destination (Paragraph, 31, lines 12-14), and when delivery confirmation mail is 
received from the selected transmission destination reporting that the communication 
failed, the image processor converts the image file kept in the image storing means into 
an image file corresponding to the default parameters, and the converted image file is 
facsimile-transmitted again to the selected transmission destination (Paragraph 47, 
lines 1-9). 
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Regarding Claim 7, Kawabata teaches a method of facsimile transmission using 
a facsimile apparatus (communications terminal unit) that is connected to a network 
(Paragraph 3, lines 1-3) and has an ITU-T recommendation T.37 full-mode function for 
facsimile transmission of an image file processed by an image processor using 
parameters corresponding to a transmission mode (Paragraph 31, lines 17-21), at 
least with a delivery confirmation request being attached to the image file (Paragraph 
46, lines 1-5), the facsimile transmission being carried out via the network (Paragraph 
31, lines 24-28), the method comprising the steps of: storing one of reception capacity 
information of a selected transmission destination and reception capacity information of 
the selected transmission destination contained in delivery confirmation mail sent from 
the selected transmission destination, the reception capacity information being 
associated with the mail address of the selected transmission destination and being 
stored in a destination information memory (Paragraph 47, line 1 - Paragraph 48, line 
5); storing the transmission mode used for the facsimile transmission accompanied by 
the delivery confirmation request in a transmission mode memory (Paragraph 50, lines 
1-6); controlling the destination information memory to store reception capacity 
information that is contained in the delivery confirmation mail sent from the selected 
transmission destination, the reception capacity information being stored as the 
reception capacity information of the selected transmission destination (Paragraph 45, 
line 1 - Paragraph 50, line 6); and controlling the destination information memory to 
store the transmission mode, already stored in the transmission mode memory, as a 
transmission enabling mode of the selected transmission destination, when the delivery 
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confirmation mail does not contain the reception capacity information but confirms that 
the communication has been properly completed (Figure 3; Paragraph 45, line 1 - 
Paragraph 50, line 6). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jonathan R. Beckley whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3432. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 7:30-5:00 EST 
(Alternate Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7305. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/J. R. B. / 

Examiner, Art Unit 4178 
11/07/2007 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4178 



